LA ROCHELLE
further constructed   redoubts, shelters   and forts which
were to ensure his control of the operations.
These operations were indeed a grandiose conception,
for the conduct of which the Cardinal had under him
three army commanders, the Due d'Angouleme, Marshal
de Schomberg, and Marshal de Bassompierre. They were
difficult operations, involving movements of large bodies
of troops, and carried out in feverish and intense haste
under the persistently sneering eyes of the courtiers, always
hostile to the minister, and who would have gleefully
welcomed a reverse which might lessen his omnipotence
and ruthlessness.
As regards the sea, the Cardinal resolved to close the
harbour entrance with a stone breakwater, backed by a
submarine barrier consisting of the wrecks of two hundred
outworn ships sunk one after another, their masts chained
together. The building of the breakwater was begun on
November 30. Richelieu spent whole days on the inspec-
tion of the work in progress, moving tirelessly in his high
boots from point to point, accompanied generally by
Spinola, the famous Genoese soldier who had become a
Spanish general, renowned for the capture of Breda.
This life was too hard for either the Cardinal or the King
(who even worked on the masonry himself for hours on
end) to endure to the end. Louis xm succumbed again to
the illness which had laid him low before the Re expedi-
tion, and had to leave for Paris to rest. Richelieu went
for a few miles with him, and such was the closeness of
their relationship now that on parting with his minister
the King wept. Next day the Cardinal, too, collapsed with
one of those dire fevers which had scourged him since
childhood and ravaged his slender frame. His chief fear
was lest Louis should hear of it and be distressed. He
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